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Landfill Capacity in Ireland
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Current Position

Distance to Landfill Diversion Targets

1.
37

1.
32

1.
30

1.
31

1.
42 1.

49

0.
97

0.
64

0.
45

0.00

0.20

0.40

0.60

0.80

1.00

1.20

1.40

1.60

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Year

T
o

n
n

e
s
 B

io
d

e
g

ra
d

a
b

le
 M

S
W

Tonnes BMW to landfill_EPA figures Targets BMW tonnes

“Ireland continues to move further away from the target for 2010.”



How did this happen?

 1999: Landfill Directive

 1999 – 2000: First plans

 2000: Running out of landfill

 2000 – 2005: 

Overcompensate capacity

 2005 - : Excess capacity



CEWEP Ireland

• Branch of CEWEP since 2005

• Promote development of WtE 

• Highlight & monitor excess landfill

• Policy Recommendations

-Landfill taxes

-Landfill bans



Need for alternatives

Landfill Directive Targets

Residual Waste capacity needed 

by 2010, 2013, 2016

Resource Efficiency

Energy recovery > Disposal

rMSW or MBT residue
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Need for Alternatives

Greenhouse Gas Reduction

Renewable Energy targets, 

Bioenergy Action Plan 



Development of alternatives: WtE

Under construction

Issued tender

No Progress

No Progress

No Progress

No Progress

In planning process

Under construction

In planning process?

800,000 tpa in construction

>140,000 tpa in planning



Threats & Concerns

Landfill

Uncertainty

Hierarchy



Moves to encourage alternatives

1. Landfill tax

2. Pre-treatment conditions 

3. Greater policy certainty 

4. Waste Framework Directive



Conclusions

1. Retain Landfill Directive

2. Monitor & aid implementation

…. and show it has teeth

3.  Biowaste management

4.  WFD Hierarchy


